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How to Use This Book
Sixth Grade Spelling Word Lists & Activities offers fun, flexible ways for parents
and teachers to present new words, and for students to learn them.
What? No Printer?
That’s right! You do not need a printer to use this eBook. You may use one if you
like, but it’s not necessary. But you will need:







Parent/teacher pages for the use of the adult in charge
Student pages for the student to view on a laptop, tablet, or computer.
Paper and pencil for the student to use
A folder or binder in which students can keep their pages
Graph paper for a few student activities
Colored pencils (optional) for a few student activities

This book has several unique features that you should learn about NOW before
you begin the first unit.
Topical Units
This book contains 12 sets of 20 sixth grade spelling words,
chosen around a general theme. Each unit can easily fill a week of
instructional time, depending on how many activities you choose
to use.
There is no point in a child writing and rewriting spelling
words s/he already knows! On the other hand, if a student
knows how to spell a word, it’s best if s/he also knows how to use that word. To
that end, I’ve included a variety of simple activities to help students learn the
spellings and meanings of words. The parent/teacher should decide in
advance which activities the student(s) will complete in each unit.
Students who need lots of practice can complete many of the activities; students
who are already able to spell the words can instead complete only the word play
and creative writing prompts. The units are easy to differentiate.
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Use your own best method for evaluating spelling progress. You may want to
begin each unit with a pretest over some or all of the words. At the end of the
week, you may want to follow up with a written quiz of all 20 of the words, or
some dictation sentences. That is entirely up to you!
Notice that last activity in each unit is called “Study.” I’ve instructed students to
practice words in a variety of ways that are still difficult for them.
By the time students have worked through several of the previous activities,
they’ve already practiced the words many times. I’m a bit sneaky in getting them
to do so. 
Answers & Aids
There is valuable content in this section of the book that you won’t want to miss.
First, I’ve supplied three easier words and three more challenging words for
each topical unit. To help spellers working at slower pace, you can replace three
of the hardest words on the list of 20 words with the three easier words.
For more advanced spellers, you may replace three of the easiest words on the
list with the three advanced words I’ve supplied. Or, you may use the difficult
words as Bonus Words at the end of the unit.
Secondly, for each unit I’ve supplied you with answers to many of the exercises
for that unit. Sometimes there are clearly correct answers, and I supply those.
Other times, students’ answers will vary. You’ll be able to judge if answers are
appropriate.
Next, I have included 10 dictation sentences
for each unit of spelling words. These sentences
use many, but not all, of the words in the unit.
Here are a few ways in which you may choose to
use these dictation sentences:
 Use the dictation sentences midweek in
each unit to check on students’ progress in learning the current spelling
words.
 Use the dictation sentences anytime as a listening activity.
Between any learning activities, read a sentence or two as a
five minute filler activity. Check students’ listening, spelling and writing
skills.
 Check on longer retention of spelling words. For example, after completing
Unit 5, go back and read a few dictation sentences for Units 1-4.
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These dictation sentences are meant to give you another exercise to build
learning skills. The way in which you use the sentences is truly up to you!
To use these sentences:
1. Suggest that students work with pencils, not pens or markers.
2. Read the entire sentence slowly and clearly.
3. Repeat the first portion of the sentence, giving your students time to write.
4. Add another few words and so on, until you have read the entire sentence.
5. Finally, read the entire sentence one or two more times so that students
can check their work.
Finally, on the Answers and Aids pages, I’ve included links to some helpful
resources for additional information and/or extension activities.
How to Use Mnemonic Devices
This page may be helpful to students who struggle with difficult words or those
who frequently misspell the same word.
Spelling Word Games
These games will work with almost any of the words in this book. They also
provide valuable spelling practice with other commonly used words in the English
language. Let your students have FUN playing these games! The more fun they
have, the more times they’ll play the games and the more spelling practice they’ll
receive. 
Spelling Review
I suggest you take time to review the most difficult spelling words in this eBook
after every 4 to 6 units, depending on the needs of your students. You can review
these words using the dictation sentences and games I’ve provided, or by using
other methods of your choice.
THANK YOU for purchasing this Excelling in Spelling eBook. Look for
additional titles soon on my website at www.spelling-words-well.com.
Questions?
Contact me at spelling.words.well@gmail.com.
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Sci-Fi
Science-Fiction Word List
1.

alien

2.

universe

3.

reaction

4.

situation

5.

prediction

6.

population

7.

exploration

8.

imagination

9.

observation

10. explosion

Getting Started
A. Copy. Write this list of words on your
paper. Leave room to add notes.
B. Research. Look up the meanings to
any words you do not know. Write brief
definitions next to those words on your
word list.
C. Find. Underline all the words that
do not end in –ion. Next to each one,
tell if it is a noun, verb or adjective.

SAMPLE

D. Add. Write five more sci-fi words of
your choice to your list.

11. mysterious
12. futuristic

E. Sort. Make a new alphabetical list of
all 25 words.

13. theoretical
14. gravitation
15. investigation
16. animation
17. speculative
18. characterization
19. unification
20. vacuum
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Spelling Patterns
1. Many of the words in this unit end in -tion. Look at exploration. Is exploration a noun,
verb or adjective? The base word is explore. Is explore a noun, verb or adjective?
2. Look at the other -tion words on this list. Does the same pattern hold true for all of
them?
3. Write the verb that is the base word for each of these:
explosion
imagination
situation
characterization

unification

Word Play: Interwoven Sci-Fi Terms
Which two words are woven together? Write the word pair for each
number.
1. a r e l a c t i i e o n n

2. f u s i t u t u a r i t s i t o n i c

3. m e x y s t e p l o r i s i o u n s

4. g r a v v a i t a c u t i u o m n

SAMPLE

Writing Prompts

Look at your answers from the Word Play
exercise. You found some unusual phrases.
Choose one of them.
Write a brief sci-fi tale (3 to 5 paragraphs)
using that phrase and as many spelling words
as possible. Be sure to write a short story that’s
out of this world!

Study
Which words do you still need to study? Print each of them five times, using a different
color each time, for extra practice.
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Oops!
Commonly Misspelled Words
1.

dictionary

2.

calendar

3.

grammar

4.

similar

5.

familiar

6.

necessary

7.

separate

8.

summarize

9.

tomorrow

Getting Started
A. Copy. Write this list of words on your
paper. Leave room to add notes.
B. Research. Put a check mark by any
words that are new to you. Look up the
meanings of those words in a dictionary.

SAMPLE

C. Find. On your word list, circle each
double consonant that you see.

10. raspberry

D. Look. Underline each ar that you
find.

11. occurred
12. occasion

E. Check. Which words have both?

13. interrupt
14. preferred

F. Compose. Write sentences for any
four words on the list.

15. especially
16. immediately
17. recommend
18. embarrass
19. accidentally
20. accommodate
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Spelling Patterns
Take special note of the commonly-misspelled words that have TWO sets of
double letters. It’s best to memorize those.
For those words with just one set of double letters, such as occasion and
recommend, you need to train yourself to remember which ONE letter is
doubled. You may want to make up a mnemonic device (a memory trick) to
help you remember. Each time you spell recommend, for example, you could
tell yourself that you RE-commend this word for this sentence.  That could help you
know that there is only one C.

Word Play
See if you can divide all the letters from one word in this list into two or more smaller
words and have no leftover letters. Here are three examples from one word.
SEPARATE - SEE + PAR + AT or TAPE + SEAR or TEASE + RAP
Now try to do the same with at least four more words from the list.

SAMPLE

Writing Prompts

Imagine that you work for a big book publisher. Your job is to choose the titles that will
actually be printed and sold. Here are four possible titles. Choose two of them for print.
Write one or two paragraphs explaining why you chose each title. Use as many spelling
words as possible.





Keeping Your Calendar Free for the Important Things in Life
Stop Eating These 10 Foods Immediately!
How I Accidentally Became Rich and Famous
How Not to Embarrass Your Pet

Study
Which words do you still need to study? You may have more than usual from this list.
Copy all of the words that need more work onto sticky notes. Post them around your
room, on the fridge, on the mirror, or other places where you are likely to see them
frequently. Study them before you have a written quiz.
See “How to Use Mnemonic Devices” on page 30 for more help with tricky words.
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Spelling Word Games
These games are flexible and can be used with any spelling words, including the words
in this eBook.

Text Me!
Needed to play: A friend or family member and two
mobile phones
This is a two-person game.
Variation 1
Think of a spelling word your friend is likely to know.
Text your friend only the consonants of that word. Ask him/her to text you back with the
completed word.
Example: Your word is CHEDDAR. You text your friend the letters CHDDR.

SAMPLE

Your friend’s task is to figure out the word and reply with CHEDDAR. (Depending on the
word, this may not be too difficult.)
Variation 2

In this version of the game, you text your friend only the vowels in the word. Since this is
much more difficult, you should also include the total number of letters in the word.
Going back to our previous example of CHEDDAR, this time you would text your friend
the letters E A, with the number 7. It sounds tough, right?
It’s very possible that your friend will think of solutions other than CHEDDAR. For
example, s/he might reply with THERMAL or CHEDDAR, and there may be other
answers as well.
Both of you need to decide in advance how many guesses are allowed per turn.
Scoring: Give your friend 1 point for every answer that works. Give your friend 3 points
for guessing the exact word that you chose.
The winner is the player with the highest total of points when the playing time ends.
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Answers and Aids

Unit 8 – Sci-Fi
Easier words to use: time warp, bionic,
cosmos

Harder words to use: time/space
continuum, interstellar, extraterrestrial

Find

Words that do not end in –ion:
alien – noun
universe – noun
mysterious - adjective
futuristic – adjective
theoretical - adjective
speculative – adjective
vacuum – noun or verb

Sort
Here is our list of 20 words in alphabetical order. Your student will have five additional
words in the list:
1. alien
11. observation
2. animation
12. population
3. characterization
13. prediction
4. exploration
14. reaction
5. explosion
15. situation
6. futuristic
16. speculative
7. gravitation
17. theoretical
8. imagination
18. unification
9. investigation
19. universe
10. mysterious
20. vacuum

SAMPLE
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Spelling Patterns

1. Exploration is a noun. Explore is a verb.
2. Yes, this pattern holds true.
3. explode, imagine, situate, characterize, unify

Word Play
1. alien reaction
2. futuristic situation
3. mysterious explosion
4. gravitation vacuum

Dictation Sentences
1. Sci-fi writers have an active imagination.
2. Their creativity and animation produce amazing stories and films.
3. For instance, an alien can be in a mysterious situation.
4. It might even live in a theoretical vacuum.

SAMPLE

5. Does the alien need air, food or even gravitation to move about?
6. It seems the alien’s universe is very different from ours.

7. A scientist interviews the alien and learns about an explosion.
8. This event requires further investigation.

9. Can we make a prediction about what will happen next to this alien?
10. Or is it too speculative to make any guess at all?

For a list of 1,000 words that have the suffix –ion, go to
https://www.wordexample.com/list/nouns-suffix-ion
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